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Matthew 7:13-23 New International Version (NIV) 

“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road 
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate 
and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.  

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize 
them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 
thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears 
bad fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear 
good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  

 
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name 
perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. 
Away from me, you evildoers!’ 
 
Matthew 8:18-22 New International Version (NIV) 

When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the 
other side of the lake. Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, 
“Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.”  

Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of 
Man has no place to lay his head.” 

Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 

 
But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 
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Matthew 10:16-39 New International Version (NIV) 

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd 
as snakes and as innocent as doves. Be on your guard; you will be handed 
over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. On my 
account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to 
them and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about 
what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to say, for 
it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through 
you.  

“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will 
rebel against their parents and have them put to death. You will be hated 
by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be 
saved. When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell 
you, you will not finish going through the towns of Israel before the Son of 
Man comes.  

“The student is not above the teacher, nor a servant above his master. It is 
enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like their 
masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much 
more the members of his household!  

“So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. What I tell you in the 
dark, speak in the daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from 
the roofs. Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in 
hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to 
the ground outside your Father’s care. And even the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows.  

“Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before 
my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown 
before my Father in heaven.  
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“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not 
come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to turn  

“‘a man against his father, 

 a daughter against her mother, 

 a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—       

a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 

 
“Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me. Whoever does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me. Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my 
sake will find it. 
 
Matthew 19:23-30 New International Version (NIV) 

Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone 
who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of God.”  

When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, 
“Who then can be saved?” 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God 
all things are possible.” 

Peter answered him, “We have left everything to follow you! What then will 
there be for us?” 

 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the 
Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also 
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sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who 
has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children 
or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit 
eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will 
be first. 
 
Matthew 25:31-46 New International Version (NIV) 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he 
will sit on his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, 
and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats 
on his left.  

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed 
by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since 
the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick 
and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’  

“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we 
see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe 
you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’  

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are 
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was 
hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed 
clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did 
not look after me.’  
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“They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a 
stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’ 

“He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least 
of these, you did not do for me.’ 

 
“Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal 
life.” 
 
Mark 8:34-38 New International Version (NIV) 

 
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and 
said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save their life will lose 
it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. What 
good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or 
what can anyone give in exchange for their soul? If anyone is ashamed of 
me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of 
Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the 
holy angels.” 
 
Mark 10:24-45 New International Version (NIV) 

The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, “Children, 
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.”  

The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then 
can be saved?” 

Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with 
God; all things are possible with God.” 

Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow you!” 
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“Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or 
sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me and the gospel will 
fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age: homes, 
brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—
and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and 
the last first.”  

They were on their way up to Jerusalem, with Jesus leading the way, and 
the disciples were astonished, while those who followed were afraid. Again 
he took the Twelve aside and told them what was going to happen to 
him. “We are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, “and the Son of Man will be 
delivered over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will 
condemn him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will 
mock him and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will 
rise.”  

Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they 
said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.” 

“What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 

They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in 
your glory.” 

“You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the 
cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?” 

“We can,” they answered. 

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with 
the baptism I am baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to 
grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”  

 
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and 
John. Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are 
regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials 
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exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 
become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 
first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
Mark 13:9-13 New International Version (NIV) 

“You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils 
and flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before 
governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the gospel must first be 
preached to all nations. Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do 
not worry beforehand about what to say. Just say whatever is given you at 
the time, for it is not you speaking, but the Holy Spirit.  

 
“Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child. Children will 
rebel against their parents and have them put to death. Everyone will hate 
you because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 
 
Luke 6:20-49 New International Version (NIV) 

Looking at his disciples, he said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, 

     for yours is the kingdom of God. 

 Blessed are you who hunger now,       

for you will be satisfied.   

Blessed are you who weep now, 

     for you will laugh.   

Blessed are you when people hate you, 
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    when they exclude you and insult you   

    and reject your name as evil,   

    because of the Son of Man. 

“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in 
heaven. For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 

“But woe to you who are rich, 

     for you have already received your comfort.   

Woe to you who are well fed now, 

     for you will go hungry.   

Woe to you who laugh now, 

     for you will mourn and weep.   

Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, 

     for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets. 

“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If 
someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to 
everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not 
demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.  

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who are good to 
you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. And if you lend to 
those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. But love your 
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enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get 
anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of 
the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will 
not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. Give, and it will be 
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it 
will be measured to you.”  

He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not 
both fall into a pit? The student is not above the teacher, but everyone 
who is fully trained will be like their teacher.  

“Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay 
no attention to the plank in your own eye? How can you say to your 
brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you 
yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the 
plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck 
from your brother’s eye.  

“No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each 
tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from 
thornbushes, or grapes from briers. A good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of 
the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full 
of.  

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? As for 
everyone who comes to me and hears my words and puts them into 
practice, I will show you what they are like. They are like a man building a 
house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood 
came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was 
well built. But the one who hears my words and does not put them into 
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practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a 
foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its 
destruction was complete.”  

Luke 9:21-27 New International Version (NIV) 

Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. And he said, “The 
Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the 
chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the 
third day be raised to life.”  

Then he said to them all: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For whoever 
wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will 
save it. What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose 
or forfeit their very self? Whoever is ashamed of me and my words, the 
Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in 
the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.  

 
“Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before 
they see the kingdom of God.” 
 
Luke 12:49-53 New International Version (NIV) 

 
“I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already 
kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo, and what constraint I am under 
until it is completed! Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell 
you, but division. From now on there will be five in one family divided 
against each other, three against two and two against three. They will be 
divided, father against son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-
law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
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Luke 13:22-30 New International Version (NIV) 

Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his 
way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people 
going to be saved?”  

He said to them, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow 
door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able 
to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will 
stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’  

“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ 

“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our 
streets.’ 

“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from 
me, all you evildoers!’ 

 
“There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, 
but you yourselves thrown out. People will come from east and west and 
north and south, and will take their places at the feast in the kingdom of 
God. Indeed there are those who are last who will be first, and first who 
will be last.” 
 
Luke 14:26-35 New International Version (NIV) 

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person 
cannot be my disciple. And whoever does not carry their cross and follow 
me cannot be my disciple.  

“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and 
estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? For if 
you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it 
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will ridicule you, saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to 
finish.’  

“Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he 
first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to 
oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? If he is not 
able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will 
ask for terms of peace. In the same way, those of you who do not give up 
everything you have cannot be my disciples.  

“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It 
is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out.  

 
“Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” 
 
Luke 17:22-37 New International Version (NIV) 

Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to 
see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. People will 
tell you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go running off after them. For 
the Son of Man in his day will be like the lightning, which flashes and lights 
up the sky from one end to the other. But first he must suffer many 
things and be rejected by this generation.  

“Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the Son 
of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being given in 
marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came and 
destroyed them all. 

“It was the same in the days of Lot. People were eating and drinking, 
buying and selling, planting and building. But the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all.  

“It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. On that day 
no one who is on the housetop, with possessions inside, should go down 
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to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for 
anything. Remember Lot’s wife! Whoever tries to keep their life will lose it, 
and whoever loses their life will preserve it. I tell you, on that night two 
people will be in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. Two women 
will be grinding grain together; one will be taken and the other left.”  

“Where, Lord?” they asked. 

 
He replied, “Where there is a dead body, there the vultures will gather.” 
 
Luke 18:18-30 New International Version (NIV) 

A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal 
life?” 

“Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except 
God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not commit adultery, 
you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, 
honor your father and mother.’”  

“All these I have kept since I was a boy,” he said. 

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell 
everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.” 

When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was very 
wealthy. Jesus looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to enter 
the kingdom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  

Those who heard this asked, “Who then can be saved?” 

Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is possible with God.” 

Peter said to him, “We have left all we had to follow you!” 
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“Truly I tell you,” Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife or 
brothers or sisters or parents or children for the sake of the kingdom of 
God will fail to receive many times as much in this age, and in the age to 
come eternal life.”  

Luke 21:10-19 New International Version (NIV) 

Then he said to them: “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom. There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in 
various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.  

“But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand 
you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought 
before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. And so you 
will bear testimony to me. But make up your mind not to worry beforehand 
how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that 
none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. You will be 
betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, relatives and friends, and 
they will put some of you to death. Everyone will hate you because of 
me. But not a hair of your head will perish. Stand firm, and you will win life.  

John 6:52-69 New International Version (NIV) 

Then the Jews began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?” 

Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever eats my 
flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the 
last day. For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. Whoever eats 
my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. Just as the 
living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who 
feeds on me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down 
from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on 
this bread will live forever.” He said this while teaching in the synagogue in 
Capernaum.  
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On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can 
accept it?” 

Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to 
them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend 
to where he was before! The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. 
The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the Spirit and life. Yet 
there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the 
beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. He 
went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless 
the Father has enabled them.”  

From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed 
him. 

“You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 

 
Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. We have come to believe and to know that you are 
the Holy One of God.” 
 
John 15:18-25 New International Version (NIV) 

 
“If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. If you belonged 
to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates 
you. Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his 
master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they 
obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. They will treat you this way 
because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. If I had 
not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now 
they have no excuse for their sin. Whoever hates me hates my Father as 
well. If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would 
not be guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both 
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me and my Father. But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They 
hated me without reason.’ 
 
John 16:1-4 New International Version (NIV) 

 
“All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. They will put you out 
of the synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you 
will think they are offering a service to God. They will do such things 
because they have not known the Father or me. I have told you this, so 
that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about 
them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 
 
John 16:33 New International Version (NIV) 

“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

	


